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From The Principal’s Desk 
Greetings from Lincolnton Middle School!  

 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 

What an exciting start to the 2019-2020 
school year!  I am extremely proud of our staff and 
students as we once again exceeded growth on our 
End of Grade assessments last year!  This is 
something that is earned through hard work and 
dedication to excellence and I can confidently say 
that our students and staff are examples of this!  I 
would like to encourage everyone to continue to do 
their best as we work toward a strong finish this year 
as well!  
 

I would like to remind everyone that if you 
arrive to school on or after 7:50, you must come into 
the office and be signed in by a parent or adult that 
brought you to school. It is important that all students 
are in class and seated by 7:50 so we can begin our 
time of instruction as soon as possible.  Also, a 
reminder that students arriving to school by car 
should exit the car when the vehicle is between the 
front entrance and the last cone.  This speeds up our 
car line in the mornings.  Likewise, students should 
load vehicles between those markers in the 
afternoon as well. 
 

Thank you for all of your fundraising efforts 
so far this year!  We raised over $4,000 for 
classroom libraries from our cookie dough sales.  
Way to go Wildcats!!!!! 
 

Once again, thank you for such a smooth 
start to the school year and for all of your support.  I 
am looking forward to the many great things to come 
this year! 
 

If you ever have any questions or concerns, 
please don't hesitate to call or email me!  Thank you 
for allowing us to invest in your child’s education! 
 
Sincerely, 
Allison Rhyne 

Principal 
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Tuesday, October 29th  8th Grade Honor Roll 

Wednesday, October 30th  7th Grade Honor Roll 

Thursday, October 31st 6th Grade Honor Roll 

November 1st – 8th  Fall Book Fair 

Tuesday, November 5th  Election Day  

Wednesday, November 6th  Campfire Stories Family 
Night 

Wednesday, November 6th Can Food Drive Begins 

Friday, November 8th 8th Grade Band Night 

Monday, November 11th Veterans Day – No School  

Tuesday, November 12th  Progress Reports Sent 
Home 

Friday, November 22nd  Can Food Drive Ends 

November 27th – 29th    No School 

Friday, December 20th  Last Day of 2nd Quarter 

Thursday, December 12th   Winter Band Concert 

December 23rd  -January 
10th   

No School 

Monday, January 20th   No School 

Tuesday, January 21st  Report Cards Sent Home 

 

 

 
 

Fall Book 

Fair 
November 1st 

through 

November 8th  
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Language Arts 
During the first nine weeks, the sixth 

grade students have been reading stories 
focused around the theme of "Growing Up."  This 
includes a wide range of genres such 
as nonfiction, fiction and poetry. All students 
receive a current event article that they need to 
read and respond to nightly.  Also, all students 
should be reading a minimum of 30 minutes a 
night and completing a weekly reading 
assignment.   

The students wrote their first piece of 
writing for the school year.  They composed a 
memoir which is a significant event in their 
life.  The students enjoyed sharing about some of 
their favorite memories!  

Please ask your child what their favorite 
story has been so far this school year and allow 
them to tell you about it.  We have really enjoyed 
our literature this first nine weeks and the 
activities that they have completed in class.     

 

Social Studies 
We have already studied many exciting 

civilizations in 6th grade Social Studies this year.  
We began our year in Mesopotamia and then 
moved to Egypt.  Students have enjoyed learning 
about the earliest civilizations and their many 
achievements.  We will begin 2nd nine weeks 
with a study of Ancient India and China. 

Math 
    We have worked hard this year on 

reviewing our skills, learning the "language of 
math", and building our notes so that students 
have a reference when working and practicing at 
home. Students have been practicing with Area, 
Surface Area, Factors, Multiples, Ratios, Unit 
Rate, and Proportions. Next, we are excited to 
move into reviewing fractions and solving fraction 
operations   

      Lincoln County Schools has funded 
our online math program called IXL to cater to 
each student's need and practice numerous skills 
from all grade levels. Many students have already 
put their 90 minutes of weekly practice at home 
on IXL and certificates of mastery have already 
been earned. It is IMPERATIVE to the success of 
our sixth grade math students that they each be 
fluent with their multiplication and division facts. 
Please be sure your student is practicing 
multiplication facts at home, completing assigned 

homework, and reading and reviewing their math 
notes nightly.  We look forward to building our 
knowledge of fractions, rates, and ratios as the 
second quarter begins.  

Science 
Science has had a great start to the year as 

we have gotten to know each other, and employed 
some of the basic principles of the scientific 
method. One of the ways we realized that the 
scientific method is a common occurrence in our 
lives is that we often guess at an answer and then 
investigate whether it was correct or not. That 
simple process is building on prior knowledge and 
is the basis for the scientific method. 

 We also reviewed all science safety rules, 
and began our first curriculum unit, Earth science, 
which started with the layers of the globe.  We did 
a paper model and also a sort of different 
characteristics that belong to each layer. Then we 
began focusing specifically on the crust and 
tectonic plates.   
  We prepared a paper model of seafloor 
spreading along the Atlantic mid-ocean ridge, and 
as this crustal portion of the lithosphere nears a 
continental plate, subduction will occur as the 
denser, oceanic plate is driven under the other. 
This action causes earthquakes, and volcanoes 
which we studied as a conclusion to our Earth 
structure unit.  We then began the study of that 
portion of the lithosphere which contains the rocks, 
minerals, and soils which are the components that 
organisms need to flourish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6th grade students in Mr. Hull's STEM 
class have been learning about Engineering. 
Recently they completed a research project about 
engineering career fields in history and presented 
it to the class. Everyone did a great job! 

7th grade students have been learning 
about the Industrial Design process, Technical 
Drawing, and the history of product design. Soon 
they will begin building and programming robots! 

8th graders have been learning about all 
of the different types of careers and opportunities 
in Advanced Manufacturing. The week of 
September 31st through October 4th we 
celebrated Manufacturing Week with students 
reading descriptions of manufacturing jobs on the 
morning news. On October 4th we had a party to 
celebrate National Manufacturing Day. Most 
recently they learned how to search for a job and 

write a resume'. So parents, they have no 
excuse for not having a job!!!! 
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Our school year got off to a great start in 
8th-grade science. We began by reviewing lab 
safety and learning how to set up our interactive 
science notebooks.  For our first unit of study, we 
focused on properties and changes within matter.  
Students learned how to read a periodic table, how 
to distinguish between physical changes and 
chemical changes, the importance of the law of 
conservation of mass, along with many other 
chemistry topics.  Students enjoyed creating 
density columns and lava lamps as a few of our 
hands-on lab activities.  Next, we moved on to 
learning about renewable and nonrenewable 
resources.  Students learned about the 
advantages and disadvantages of using various 
energy sources.  Our lab activity for this unit was a 
coal mining simulation using chocolate chip 
cookies.  As we begin the next nine weeks, our 
focus will be on life science beginning with 
molecular biology.   

 

 Our eighth grade math classes have 
covered a variety of skills in the first nine weeks. 
They started off the year with transforming figures 
on a graph and learning the mathematical rules 
behind those transformations. Afterwards, they 
ventured into solving one, two, and multi-step 
equations and inequalities. Our students are able 
to solve for the unknown variable and graph 
inequalities on a number line. Following equations 
and inequalities, we have been working on angle 
types and relationships when looking at parallel 
lines cut by a transversal, and we have also 
discussed the interior and exterior triangle sum 
theorems. The students took their first NC Check-
In on October 17th, and we are now moving into 
our unit on slope and linear relationships. We look 
forward to another productive nine-week period. 

 

LMS Wrestling is off to a great 
start.  Don't forget to come out and 
support your wrestling wildcats! 

 

  

 

During the first nine weeks, students in social 
studies focused on learning about the geography of 
NC and the early history of NC. BAV related to these 
topics were also learned. Students also examined the 
Constitution for Constitution Day and primary sources 
to learn about Native American life at the time of 
European exploration.  During the second nine weeks, 
students will be learning about the Revolutionary War, 
Lincoln County's place in the war, and the events that 
eventually lead to the Civil War.   

 

"Art class is great!  You get to play in the mud and 
set stuff on fire!"   The LMS art students are very 
excited to begin working on their pottery projects 
and are already planning what will be 
awesome ceramic works of art. 
 

English language learners are working on 
vocabulary and reading comprehension in SSR. We 
have been working on pronouns with present and 
past simple verbs in elective classes as we learned 
about animal classification. We will be starting a new 
unit on the settlement of the US next week.  

 

  
 

year with assessing student’s skills and a  

 All three 8th grade ELA teachers have begun 
the year working on a variety of concepts. At the 
beginning of the year, Ms. Christopher guided her 
students through understanding growth mindset. 
They have worked on reading novels of their 
choosing, then presenting book talks to the class. 
Other concepts learned include analyzing 
informational text and poetry. Mr. Miller’s classes 
have worked on a variety of activities around the 
theme of identity. They have also focused improving 
their writing by learning about the different kinds of 
sentence structure. Mrs. Wright’s classes have also 
been working on sentence structure, in addition to 
learning how to make paragraphs and write 
dialogue. This helped them with writing a narrative 
essay. They have been reviewing and learning new 
literary elements through short stories and poetry. 
Students are learning new roots along with 
vocabulary weekly to help them understand 
unfamiliar words while reading.  
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7th Grade 
 

Language Arts 
The first nine weeks of seventh grade 

began with “A Letter to the Teacher” which 
allowed students the opportunity to introduce 
themselves and share their thoughts  
with the teacher.  Our theme was Choices, and 
we read selections which focused on that 
theme.  The main character in the story, 
“Seventh Grade” had to make a decision about  
honesty.  Students explored informational text 
about teens making the choice not to get their 
license at 16 in “Teens Are in No Rush to 
Drive.”  In Grammar, we reviewed the parts 
of speech. In Writing, students wrote a personal 
narrative about a memorable event. 
We also included vocabulary with each reading 
selection, as well as BAV.  Second nine weeks 
will focus on the theme of Conflict. 
 

Math 
During the first quarter seventh grade 

students explored proportional relationships 
including the graphs and tables representing 
proportions. They are finishing their work with 
percents and real-world problems involving 
percents.  During the second quarter students 
will expand their knowledge of rational 
numbers, expressions, and begin the study of 
probability. 

 

 

 

 

The Proud Panthers 
The Proud Panthers enjoyed visiting Sea Life 

Aquarium in Concord and eating lunch at Rankin 
Lake Park!  We saw lots of sea life and loved 
seeing the lake at the park!  Our classes visited 
the YMCA splash pad. All of us had a great time 
enjoying the last warm weather of the season!  
We are looking forward to our Holiday field trip 
and making Gingerbread Houses with our 6th-
grade friends!  We have made many friends with 
Mrs. McClain's 8th-grade classes.  They come 
each Friday during homeroom and play games.  
Special Olympic Bowling Competition will be on 
February 20, 2020.  We will go practice bowling 
on November 18, December 9 and January 27 to 
get ready for the competition! 
    
 
 
 

Science 
7th grade science has been busy so far this 

year! We have completed our first unit of study on 
cells and we already took our first benchmark test! 
Please encourage your student to study back over the 
past units periodically so the content stays fresh in 
their minds. We are now a little over midway through 
our Human Body Systems unit and will be finishing 
that up during the upcoming month. Students will 
begin preparing for that benchmark soon!  

Please encourage your student to study the 
BAV and their notebooks for a few minutes each night 
so they will be prepared for that test. One exciting 
upcoming lab will be our frog dissection so be looking 
for information about that soon!  

 

Social Studies 
7th grade students began the school year 

becoming familiar with basic social studies concepts 
with our Social Studies 101 unit. Students have also 
learned about the Renaissance and the various 
events, people, and ideas that make up this 
transitional period of history. We held a speed dating 
event to help students learn more about important 
figures from the era. Students then analyzed the Age 
of Exploration, noting important explorers and 
territories. Students have and will continue to engage 
with primary sources and evaluate the historical 
significance and real life application of 7th grade 
social studies content. We are currently learning 
about the Age of Revolutions and started this unit 
with “Smartie” Taxes on the third estate in              
Pre-Revolution France. Advanced ELA/AIG 

As we continue to adapt to our paperless 
classroom, all students will continue to exhibit a 
"growth mindset" through challenging assignments 
as well as delve into thematic units, thought 
provoking monthly book projects, and grammar 
studies which will enhance their writing skills.   

During the second quarter of the year, 8th 
grade students will complete their Hero Unit and 
start a new unit entitled the 1940s: A Decade of 
Change, as well as honing their writing skills as 
they write a research paper.  Seventh grade 
students will complete the Challenges Unit by 
writing an argumentative/persuasive essay as well 
as a myth.  Additionally, the sixth grade students 
will continue to work on paragraph development 
and citing text evidence to support their ideas.  
Each grade level will also participate in literature 
circles in the upcoming months where up to 6 
different novels will be read and shared.   
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Literature Studies 
Literature Studies is a course designed to teach 

students how to enhance and monitor their reading 
comprehension through the use of reading strategies. 
Students use their critical thinking skills to make 
inferences while reading, by learning how to ask 
questions about the text and question the author’s 
purpose as well as the content.  

Students use note-taking skills to summarize 
the text as they read, make connections and to analyze 
information while engaged in reading a variety of 
genres. Students learn to evaluate information and 
make decisions based on evidence from the text in 
order to build a deeper level of comprehension.   

Through the use of reading strategies, 
students learn to become active participants in the 
reading process and determine which strategies are 
most compatible with their learning style. Students use 
their 21st Century Skills to analyze world events and 
enhance their problem-solving ability through oral and 
written communication as well as collaboration with 
their peers. Students have been enthusiastic about 
sharing their ideas during the Picture of the Day 
analysis.  

Sixth grade students read Jungle of Bones, by 
Ben Mikaelsen or Dovey Coe by Frances O’Roark 
Dowell. Students focused on the character traits of 
their lead character and analyzed the conflicts each 
character faced while discussing possible resolutions. 
Students were also able to compare and contrast their 
own life with that of their characters.  

Seventh grade students have been reading 
about the issues of bullying and overcoming conflicts. 
Students have been using their critical thinking skills to 
analyze the complex issues which are prevalent in our 
society and discuss ideas for solving these concerns 
within their community. 

Eighth grade students have been reading 
about global issues such as the impact of social media 
for teens. Students have collaborated on using their 
critical thinking skills to solve Logic Problems and 
determine relevant information as they read. 
“In the long history of humankind those who learned 
to collaborate and improvise most effectively have 
prevailed.” Charles Darwin 

  

 

    

 

                     Math Connections   

Math Connections is a course designed to 
reinforce the basic foundations of mathematical 
principles. Students are engaged in a small group 
setting where they are able to focus on intense 
intervention that ranges from basic computation to 
support of their complex math requirements at each 
grade level. This nine weeks, students have focused 
on understanding the 8 Mathematical Practices. 
Students have also been working on improving their 
computation skills through independent practice, 
hands on manipulatives, and interactive computer 
programs. 

Band 
Mr. Mayhew wants to let you know how 

wonderful all of your students have done in band this 
first 9 weeks! He is very proud of all of their hard 
work and positive attitudes in the classroom, it really 
makes working with them a pleasure. 

6th Grade: Music is a wonderful process and 
they have grown so much over the past couple of 
months. They are moving forward in their books, 
learning new music, refining their technique, and 
learning how to rehearse effectively in class. 
  7th Grade:  The Winter Concert is coming up 
on December 12th, this is a REQUIRED 
PERFORMANCE. I just want to say how proud I am 
of these students, putting this much music together 
in such a short time! 
  8th Grade: 8th Grade Band night is coming up 
on November 8th and is a REQUIRED 
PERFORMANCE, more in-depth details will be sent 
home from class. After that the Winter Concert is 
coming up on December 12th, this is another 
REQUIRED PERFORMANCE. I just want to say how 
proud I am of these students, putting this much 
music together in such a short time is quite a feat! 
  These are valuable skills which will help them 
musically and academically throughout the rest of 
their life. Make sure they are taking their instruments 
and practicing; a little bit every day will take them far! 
Thank you for all you do to support our program, we 
couldn’t do half of what we do without parent 
support! 


